L evel 2 Technical Certificate in
Site Carpentry (/206-20)

October 2017 Version 1.0

Guide to the examination




Who is this document for?

This document has been produced for centres who offer City & Guilds Level 2 Technical
Certificate in Site Carpentry. It gives all of the essential details of the qualification’s
external assessment (exam) arrangements and has been produced to support the
preparation of candidates to take the exam/s.

The document comprises three sections:

1. Details of the exam. This section gives details of the structure, length and timing of
the exam.

2. Content assessed by the exam. This section gives a summary of the content that
will be covered in each exam and information of how marks are allocated to the
content.

3. Guidance. This section gives guidance on the types of questions included and
examples of these.

4. Further information. This section lists other sources of information about this
qualification and City & Guilds Technical Qualifications.




1. Details of the exam

External assessment

City & Guilds Technical qualifications have been developed to meet national policy changes
designed to raise the rigour and robustness of vocational qualifications. These changes are
being made to ensure our qualifications can meet the needs of employers and Higher
Education. One of these changes is for the qualifications to have an increased emphasis on
external assessment, this is why you will see an external exam in each of our Technical
qualifications.

An external assessment is an assessment that is set and/or marked by the awarding
organisation (ie externally). All City and Guilds Technical qualifications include an externally
set and marked exam. This must be taken at the same time by all candidates who are
registered on a particular qualification. We produce an exam timetable each year. This
specifies the date and time of the exam so you can plan your delivery, revision and room
bookings/PC allocation in plenty of time.

The purpose of this exam is to provide assurance that all candidates achieving the
qualification have gained sufficient knowledge and understanding from their programme of
study and that they can independently recall and draw their knowledge and understanding
together in an integrated way. Whilst this may not be new to you, it is essential that your
learners are well prepared and that they have time to revise, reflect and prepare for these
exams. We have produced a Teaching, Learning, and Assessment guide that is you should
refer to alongside the present document (Teaching, Learning and Assessment Guide). If a
learner does not pass the exam at their first attempt, there is only one opportunity to resit
the exam, so preparation is essential.

Exam requirements of this qualification
This qualification has one pathway.

e Level 2 Site Carpentry — Theory exam (2 hours).

The exam is graded and a candidate must achieve at least a Pass grade in order to be
awarded the qualification. (In addition to the exam, a synoptic assignment must also be
completed and passed. You can find full details of the synoptic assignment in the
Qualification Handbook and the Synoptic Assessment Guide - please see the link to the
qualification page at the end of this document).

When does the exam take place?

This qualification involves a one year programme of study. The exam is offered on two fixed
dates in March or June. The exact dates will be published at the start of the academic year
in the Assessments and Exam Timetable http://www.cityandquilds.com/delivering-our-
qualifications/exams-and-admin

In order to effectively plan teaching and exam preparation, centres should know when the
exam will be taking place and allocate teaching time accordingly. Section 2 of this document
gives a summary of the content that needs to be covered in order to prepare learners for the
exam and full details of this are given in the Qualification Handbook.



http://www.cityandguilds.com/~/media/techbac/documents/deliver/CGTeaching%20Learning%20and%20Assessment%20pdf.ashx
http://www.cityandguilds.com/delivering-our-qualifications/exams-and-admin
http://www.cityandguilds.com/delivering-our-qualifications/exams-and-admin

Form of exam
The exam for this qualification can be taken either on paper or online.

Can candidates resit the exam?

Candidates may resit the exam once only. If a candidate fails the exam both on the first
attempt and when resitting it, that candidate has failed the qualification and cannot achieve
it in that academic year.

How the exam is structured

Each exam has a total of 60 marks available.

Each exam is made up of 60 multiple choice questions:
¢ Knowledge questions -31 questions
e Understanding questions — 17 questions
e Applied knowledge questions - 12 questions

The Multiple choice questions are used to confirm breadth of knowledge and
understanding.

The applied knowledge multiple choice questions are designed to allow candidates to
demonstrate higher level and integrated understanding through, analysis, evaluation and
synthesis of the subject. When assessing higher order skills through MC we are looking for
candidates to be able to formulate and make a judgement.

These questions also ensures the exam can differentiate between those learners who are
‘just able” and those who are higher achieving.

More details about and examples of question types are given in Section 3 of this document.

Assessment Objectives
The exams are based on the following set of assessment objectives (AOs). These are
designed to allow the candidate’s responses to be assessed across the following three
categories of performance:

¢ Recollection of knowledge.

e Understanding of concepts, theories and processes.

e Applied knowledge of knowledge and understanding.

In full, the assessment objectives covered by the exam for this qualification are:

Assessment objective Mark allocation

(approx %)
The candidate..

AO1 Recalls knowledge from across the breadth of the qualification 52%

AO?2 Demonstrates understanding of concepts, theories and 28%
processes from a range of learning outcomes.




AO4 Applies knowledge, understanding and skills from across the 20%
breadth of the qualification in an integrated and holistic way to
achieve specified purposes.




Booking and taking the exam

All assessments for City & Guilds Technical Exams must be booked through Walled Garden.
There is a deadline for booking exams, synoptic assessments and any other centre marked
assessments, please refer to the time line to check these dates.

The exam must be taken under the supervision of an invigilator who is responsible for
ensuring that it is conducted under controlled conditions. Full details of the conditions
under which the exam must be taken can be found in the Joint Council for Qualifications
(JCQ) document, Instructions for Conducting Examinations (ICE).

Special consideration

Candidates who are unable to sit the exam owing to temporary injury, illness or other
indisposition at the scheduled time may qualify for special consideration. This is a post-
examination adjustment that can, in certain circumstances, be made to a candidate’s final
grade. The Joint Council for Qualifications’ guide to the special consideration process can
be found at www.jcqg.org.uk.

To make a request for special consideration, please contact: policy@cityandguilds.com

Access arrangements

Access arrangements are arrangements that allow candidates with particular requirements,
disabilities or temporary illness to take assessments, where appropriate, using their normal
way of working. The Joint Council for Qualifications document, Access Arrangements and

Reasonable Adjustments gives full details and can be downloaded here.

For further information and to apply for access arrangements please see:

Access arrangements - When and how applications need to be made to City & Guilds

Applying for access arrangements on the Walled Garden



http://www.jcq.org.uk/exams-office/ice---instructions-for-conducting-examinations
mailto:policy@cityandguilds.com
http://www.jcq.org.uk/exams-office/access-arrangements-and-special-consideration/regulations-and-guidance/access-arrangements-and-reasonable-adjustments-2016-2017
http://www.cityandguilds.com/~/media/Documents/ProvideTraining/Centre%20Document%20Library/access-arrangements-when-and-how-sep2013%20pdf/access%20arrangements%20%20when%20and%20how%20to%20apply%20V21%20%20Oct%202016%20pdf.ashx
http://www.cityandguilds.com/~/media/Documents/ProvideTraining/Centre%20Document%20Library/Applying-access-arrangements-wg%20pdf/Applying%20for%20access%20arrangements%20on%20the%20Walled%20Garden%20V2%202016%20pdf.ashx

2. Content assessed by the exam

Carpentry
The exam assesses:
e Unit 201: Principles of construction
e Unit 204: Non-structural carpentry following plastering
¢ Unit 205: Timber technology and the use of a circular saw

Each exam assesses a sample of the content of these units. This means that a single exam will not cover 100% of the unit content. The full
range of content will be assessed over a number of examination series. Details of the coverage of a particular exam paper will not be released
in advance of the exam itself. Centres should not make assumptions about what will be assessed by a particular exam based on what has been
covered on previous occasions. In order to be fully prepared for the exam, learners must be ready to answer questions on any of the content
outlined below.

The table below provides an overview of how the qualification’s Learning Outcomes are covered by each exam and the number of
questions/marks available per Learning Outcome. In preparing candidates for the exam, we recommend that centres take note of the number
of marks/questions allocated to Learning Outcomes and to assign teaching and preparation time accordingly.

In preparing candidates for the exam, centres should refer to the Qualification Handbook which gives full details of each Learning Outcome.
The following is a summary of only that qualification content which is assessed by the exam and not a summary of the full content of the
qualification.

Learning outcome i Number of

Marks/Questions

201 Principles of construction ~ LO1 Understand how to work in 1.1 Areas of and personnel involved in construction 14
the construction industry work

1.2 Roles of team members and career progression
1.3 Communication within construction team




LO2 Understand construction
information

2.1 Building controls and regulations
2.2 Types and uses of construction information

2.3 Technical drawings used in the construction
industry

2.4 Health and safety legislation

LO3 Understand how to set up
and secure work areas

3.1 Planning a site layout
3.2 Site welfare
3.3 Site security

LO4 Know building
substructure

4.1 Purposes and materials of substructure
4.2 Types of building services

LOS5 Know building
superstructure

5.1 Wall types and their associated materials
5.2 Floor types and their associated materials
5.3 Roof types and their associated materials
5.4 Types of finishes

5.5 Types of building elements

204 Non-structural carpentry
following plastering

LO1 Hang doors and fit
ironmongery

1.1 Types of door and their components 24
1.2 Types of ironmongery

1.3 The purpose and usage of door schedules

1.4 Types of hand power tools

1.5 Hang doors and fit ironmongery

LO2 Fix mouldings

2.1 Moulding types

2.2 Moulding profiles
2.3 Types of fixing tools
2.4 Jointing methods




2.5 Fix mouldings

LO3 Encase services

3.1 Service encasement construction methods
3.2 Materials used in service encasement construction

3.3 Types of tools used in service encasement
construction

3.4 Encase services

LO4 Installation of kitchen
units and worktops

4.1 Types of kitchen units and worktops

4.2 Considerations when fixing kitchen units

4.3 Types of tools used to install kitchen units and fix
worktops

LOS5 Fit worktops

5.1 Fit worktops

205 Timber technology and the
use of a circular saw

LO1 Understand timber and
manufactured boards

1.1 Types of timber and manufactured boards 10
1.2 Drying timber and moisture content

1.3 Types of timber defects

LO2 Understand legislation
and hazards in relation to the
use of a circular saw

2.1 Legislation relevant to the use of a circular saw
2.2 Hazards in relation to the use of a circular saw

LO3 Know circular saw
component parts

3.1 Types of circular saws
3.2 Circular saws components

LO4 Set up table saw prior to
use

4.1 Types and features of saw blades
4.2 Change saw blades

LO5 Use table saw to cut
materials

5.1 Use table saw to cut materials




Total marks for sections: 48 Questions

Applied knowledge*: 12 Questions

Total marks for exam: 60 Marks

* Integration across units. These questions relate to Assessment Objective 4). These questions are designed to demonstrate how well a
candidate has applied their knowledge, understanding and skills from across the units that make up the qualification to meet the requirements
of the exam questions. These question is also designed to differentiate between levels of performance by candidates taking the exam.
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3. Guidance

Question types
The following explains, and gives examples of, types of questions used in City & Guilds Technical exams. In preparing candidates to take the
exam, it is recommended that you familiarise them with the requirements of each question type so that they can be effective and make best
use of the time available when sitting the exam.
e An effective candidate will gauge the type and length of each type of multiple choice question.
e Candidates should read the exam paper instruction before attempting to answer the questions and should allocate time proportionate
to each type of question.

Question type: Example question: Mark Scheme

Multiple Choice questions (MCQs)

These are objective questions with a predetermined answer. These consist of a question (or
stem) and four options. The candidate should select the correct option (the key). The other 3
options (the distractors) will be plausible but incorrect in some significant respect so that the
candidate is required to consider and reject these in order to identify the correct option.

These questions are split into three section
e Recall of knowledge (AO1)
e Understanding (AO2)
e Applied knowledge (AOA4)

11



Recall MCQs

Which building element is part of the
substructure?

a Trussed roof.
b Partition wall.

C. Raft foundation.

d Solid ground floor.

Correct answer: C

Understanding MCQs

Why are the backs of kitchen units set back to
create a void behind the unit?

a. To allow for ventilation.

b. To allow for buried services.

C. To allow for surface service runs.

d. To allow for skirting board clearance.

Correct answer: C

Applied knowledge MCQs

The purpose of such questions is to stretch
candidates who are able to and assess them
on their higher order thinking skills such as
analysis, evaluation and synthesis. When
assessing higher order skills through MC we
are looking for candidates to be able to
formulate and make a judgement.

An experienced building contractor is
constructing a kitchen extension, to a large
detached house. There are drawings for
building regulations approval but the finishing
details are to be agreed between the client and
the contractor. The advice and guidance is
being sought of the contractor by the customer
over the high quality finishes as work
progresses.

Correct answer: C

12



The supplied architrave is thinner than the
skirting board. What is the best way of jointing
their intersection?

a. Pack the architrave off the wall to stand
proud of the skirting.

b.  Chamfer the end of the shirting where it
butts against the architrave.

C. Use a plinth block at their intersection
slightly thicker than the skirting.

d.  Reduce the thickness of the skirting using
the available machinery on site.

13



Examination technique

Candidates with a good understanding of the subject being assessed can often lose marks
in exams because they lack experience or confidence in exams or awareness of how to
maximise the time available to get the most out of the exam. Here is some suggested
guidance for areas that could be covered in advance to help learners improve exam
performance.

Before the exam
Although candidates cannot pre determine the questions they will get in the multiple choice
exams, the Technical qualifications do follow a common structure and format. In advance of
taking the exam, candidates should:

e Dbe familiar with the structure of the exam (ie number and type of questions).

e be aware of the amount of time they have in total to complete the exam.

e have a plan, based on the exam start and finish time for how long to spend on each

question/section of the exam.

® be aware of how many questions are available for each sections

At the start of the exam session
At the start of the exam, candidates:

e should carefully read through the instruction at the beginning of the exam paper
before answering any questions.

Answering the questions
Candidates do not have to answer exam questions in any particular order. They may find it
helpful to consider, for example:
e tackling first those questions which they find easiest. This should help them get into
the “flow’ of the exam and help confidence by building up marks quickly and at the
start of the exam.

Candidates should always attempt every question, even questions where they may be less
confident about the answer they are selecting. Candidates should be discouraged however,
from spending too long on any question they are less sure about, this could result in
candidates having less time to answer questions that they are better prepared to answer.

Applied knowledge questions

The purpose of these questions is to stretch candidates who are able to and assess them on
their higher order thinking skills such as analysis, evaluation and synthesis. When assessing
higher order skills through MC we are looking for candidates to be able to formulate and
make a judgement.

Candidates may find it helpful to read through the scenario, where applicable, and identify
key information in the scenario. This will help them to analysis and evaluate the distractors to
make a correct selection.

Towards the end of the exam

14



Candidates should always set aside time at the end of the exam to review their responses in
order to make sure they are confident in their selection, ie their chosen answer.

Further guidance on preparing candidates to take the exam is given in the City & Guilds
publication, Technical Qualifications, Teaching, Learning and Assessment which can be
downloaded free of charge from City & Guilds website.

15
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4. Further information

For further information to support delivery and exam preparation for this qualification,
centres should see:

City & Guilds

Qualification homepage: http://www.cityandguilds.com/qualifications-and-
apprenticeships/construction/construction/79206-carpentry-joinery which includes

e Qualification handbook
e Synoptic assignment

e Sample assessments

Technical Qualifications, Resources and Support: cityandguilds.com/techbac/technical-
qualifications/resources-and-support

Joint Council for Qualifications

Instructions for Conducting Examinations: www.jcq.org.uk/exams-office/ice---instructions-
for-conducting-examinations
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