
 
 
 
 

Examination report – December 2013 series 
 

              2730-014 Communication systems and digital networks 3 
 
Section 1 – Areas of good performance  

 
Syllabus reference: 1.11, 1.13 - Cabling systems, performance. 
All parts of this section were answered reasonably well. Sometimes, however, candidates simply 
repeated the wording of the question for explanations for the meaning of a 2-pair 150Ω Shielded 
Twisted Pair (STP), 50/125µm optical fibre and single-mode optical fibre. 
 
Syllabus reference: 1.18, 4.4, 4.9 - Media types, cabling terminology/connection methods. 
Answered fairly accurately by most candidates. 
 
Syllabus reference: 4.5 - User friendly systems. 
Answered reasonably well, except in some cases a brief statement rather than a description was 
given. 
 
Syllabus reference: 2.9, 2.10, 2.14 – OSI, LANS. 
These parts were answered well showing a good understanding in these areas. 
 
Syllabus reference: 2.12, 2.15 – Network media types, congestion. 
All parts answered reasonably well by most candidates. The diagrams given for describing each of 
the LAN topologies Ring, Star and Tree were sometimes difficult to identify causing the candidates 
to loose marks. 
 
Syllabus reference: 3.7 – Synchronous/asynchronous signals. 
Most descriptions were reasonable but some were vague, costing marks. 
 
Syllabus reference: 5.15, 5.20, 5.23 – Network management. 
These parts were answered well. 
 
Syllabus reference: 5.12, 5.19, 5.20 – NMS. 
All parts answered reasonably well by most candidates. 
 
Syllabus reference: 6.3, 6.11 – IDCs. 
Generally, these parts were answered accurately. 
 
Syllabus reference: 6.8, 6.15 – IDCs. 
Generally, these parts were answered accurately, but sometimes there was a lack of detail in the 
descriptions. 
 
Section 2 – Areas for development  

 
Syllabus reference: 1.11 – Cabling systems. 
In this part there was a lack of correct answers regarding bit rates. 
 
Syllabus reference: 4.11 – VOIP. 
Very weak description given here, indicating a lack of understanding of VOIP configurations. 
 
Syllabus reference: 3.10 – PDH. 
This part was answered very poorly showing a lack of understanding in this area. 



 
Syllabus reference: 5.17 – MBTF. 
Very few candidates calculated the correct MBTF value. 
 
Syllabus reference: 6.5 – IDC’s. 
There were vague, incorrect descriptions given here, often simply brief, incorrect statements. 
 
Section 3 – Tips 

 
Read questions carefully and when diagrams are called for, produce them in a clear neat manner. 
If descriptions or explanations are required, ensure they are detailed enough. 
 
 


