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Unit 557 Support the use of assistive 
technology (SS 5.3) 

 

UAN: H/601/5250  

Level: 5 

Credit value: 4 

GLH: 31 

Relationship to NOS: This unit is linked to Sensory Services 
4,6,7,9,11  

Assessment 
requirements specified 
by a sector or regulatory 
body  

This unit must be assessed in accordance with 
Skills for Care and Development's QCF 
Assessment Principles 

Aim This unit aims to support the learner to 
understand, plan, provide and review assistive 
technologies in order to best support the 
individual 

  

Learning outcome The learner will: 

1. Understand the contribution that assistive technology can make to the 
lives of individuals 

Assessment criteria 

The learner can: 

1.1 Investigate and report on the range and availability of assistive 
technology 

1.2 Research how the use of assistive technology can result in positive 
outcomes for individuals 

 

Learning outcome The learner will: 

2. Be able to facilitate the use of assistive technology 

Assessment criteria 

The learner can: 

2.1 Research assistive technology solutions that meet identified needs 

2.2 Explain how a range of assistive technology solutions can be adapted 
according to need and context 

2.3 Assess the risks associated with the range of assistive technology 
solutions 

2.4 Describe a range of assessment and referral processes which are used 
to secure assistive technology 

2.5 Support the individual to secure the provision of appropriate assistive 
technology 
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2.6 Support the individual to use assistive technology 

 

Learning outcome The learner will: 

3. Be able to develop others to facilitate the use of assistive technology 

Assessment criteria 

The learner can: 

3.1 Provide information to others about assistive technology 

3.2 Provide guidance to others to facilitate the use of assistive technology  

 

Range  

Others: 

 Other professionals 

 Carers/family members 

 Advocates 

 Colleagues  

 

Learning outcome The learner will: 

4. Be able to review the provision of assistive technology 

Assessment criteria 

The learner can: 

4.1 Review the assessment and referral processes used to secure assistive 
technology 

4.2 Review the outcomes of assistive technology support to individuals 
against identified needs 
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Unit 557  Support the use of assistive 
technology (SS 5.3) 

Supporting information 

Guidance 

Definition 

 

Learning Outcome 1 – 4 

Assistive technology (AT) is defined as ‘any product or service designed to 
enable independence for disabled and older people’ (Source: Kings Fund 
consultation, 2001). For example, this could include a range of 
human/animal/low or high tech devices to support the individual’s daily living 
such as: 

 Assistance dogs 

 Human aids 

 Electrical/electronic devices 

 Low vision aids 

 Environmental aids. 

 


